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aot   followed   his   instructions   for   that   particular   meeting,  it
Would have proved a fiasco.  But I have had cause to recall the
advice of the uncrowned king of the Presidency whenever I have
been   misreported.   Somebody  is  said   to have reported  me  as
having described, at the Khilafat Conference at Amritsar,  Lala
Lajpat -Rai as a coward.    Whatever   Lalaji  may be,  he is no
coward.   The context of my speech Would have showed that I
was defending Lalaji against the charge of being inimical to the
Mussalmans. What I did say at the time Was that Lalaji was timid
and suspected the motives of Mussalmans but that he was sin-
cerely  desirous  of Mussalman. friendship.    Let me not conceal
my regard for Lalaji. I hold him to be brave, self-sacrificing, gene-
rous, truthful and godfearing.    His patriotism is of the  purest
type*  He has few equals in the quantity or the quality of service
to the country.  And if a man like him may be suspected of base
motives, we would have to despair of Hindu-Muslim unity, as
we would have to, if we suspected the All Brothers of base mo-
tives.  We have all of us our limitations and prejudices.  We, the
Hindus and   Mussalmans, must be taken  as We are and  those
with whom Hindu-Muslim unity is a creed must seek to achieve
it with the material we have.  It is a bad carpenter who quarrels
with his tools.  Colonel Maddock told me that once he performed
a very serious operation with an ordinary pocket knife, because
he had no other with him at the time.  The only sterilizer he had
Was boiling water.  He dared and his patient lived.   Let us dare
to trust one another and we shall be safe. Trusting one another,
however, can never mean trusting with the lip and mistrusting
in the heart.   That were cowardice indeed.    And there can be
no friendship between cowards, or cowards and brave men.

WHEN Is KILLING JUSTIFIED?

Lala Shankerlal of Delhi tells me I am reported as having
said that I advised Hindus to kill Mussalmans on certain occa-
sions, e.g., when they were in the act of killing cows. I have not
seen the report in question. But as the matter is of the utmost
importance, I cannot be too precise or definite. I hold that it
part of Hinduism to defend the cow against the whole world
Mussalmans. If the Hindu attempted any such thing,
: be guilty of forcible conversion. His duty ends with Hs
feafe of the cow. This duty, let me incidentally observe,
wily _ feils to discharge. The only way Hindus can coh-
wiiole world to cow-protection is by giving an object-
and all it means. But everyone and there-

